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Mission Statement

The Tacoma Seafarers’ Center is organized to minister holistically, (spiritually, emotionally and physically) to seafarers who
come to the Port of Tacoma.  Our ministry emphasis is spreading the saving gospel of Jesus Christ world-wide to and through
Seafarers.

BIBLES DISTRIBUTED:

Burmese – 1 Chinese – 8 Filipino – 20 Greek – 11
Russian – 3 English – 5

‘JESUS’ VIDEOS DISTRIBUTED:

Chinese – 3 English – 2 Filipino – 2 Greek – 1
Japanese – 1 Russian – 1

NAMMA / LAMM REPORT

This is a report on the 2003 Conference of North
America Maritime Ministry Association at Emeryville, CA on
September 21-24, 2003.  Looking back on the Conference, it
was a very good one for me.  When you can get together
with folks that work the Ports and compare notes, you find
the same problems occurring around the country.  Crews are
not able to have shore passes, cell phones come with a
complete set of problems of their own and lack of time to
meet the crew needs.

There were three training sessions on mother faiths.
The first was “Understanding Islamic Culture and Religion”
by Hyamid Mavani from the Islamic Cultural Center of
Northern California.  He was an excellent speaker and
covered his topic very thoroughly.

The second session was on “Hindu Culture and
Religion.”  The presenter was Dr. Aloke Chatterjee, Senior
Staff Biophysicist, Lawrence Berkley Laboratory.  He said
that the Hindu faith traces their beliefs back to one god, but
has many gods.  Believers in Hinduism can pick out the god
that best suits their lifestyle.

The third person was Dr. James Chuck, Professor of
Theology and Church Ministry at the American Baptist
Seminary of the West.  His subject was “Understanding
Chinese Culture and Religion.”  I enjoyed him the best of all
the speakers.  I learned the most important thing in Chinese
culture is their family.  He is a Christian and a very
understanding man.  I would like to take some of his classes.

After each session, we had Ecumenical Worship and
Biblical Study hosted by Dr. LeAnn Snow Flesher of the
American Baptist Seminary of the West.  I made tapes of
these sessions and if you would like to review them, let me
know.  After the Conference was over, there were still so
many things to ask and learn.

This Conference was hosted by the San Francisco Bay
Area Seafarers Ministries and was a five star endeavor on
their part.

Chaplain Lloyd Bovee

THANKSGIVING THANKS

I would like to give thanks to a number of people who
helped with the Thanksgiving meal at the Tacoma Seafarers’
Center on Thanksgiving Day.  I usually end up listing my wife
last; but this time, because she is so good
to and for me all year long, I first wish to
thank my wife Sarah for baking that
delicious turkey.  Thanks also go to
Pastor Paul Peterson for coordinating
the event and for all his service to
seafarers.  Thank you also to Sue from
Tacoma First Baptist Church.  I would like to thank Pastor
Jerry Onggao and his wife Jane, of Filipino International
Christian Fellowship Church and church members
Nanette Jardenico, Nenita Taylor, Kismet Kechejian,
Nenette Kechejian, Rebecca Azul, Pat Fernandez and
Santi Rivero.  Because of these wonderful people, we were
able to show love to the seafarers through the
delicious Thanksgiving meal.  They went
away with a full stomach and a warm smile
on their hearts.

Many thanks go to the wonderful members of the staff
and volunteers who work so faithfully all year long serving
the seafarers and sharing the Love of Jesus and His
wonderful Gospel message.  Thank you to our Ladies
Auxiliary of the Tacoma Seafarers’ Center for your loyal
support.  And last, but certainly not least, I thank and bless
all of our loyal supporters who give of their time, talent,
treasury and prayers.  I hope you had a blessed
Thanksgiving and I pray that God will Bless you during the
Advent of our Savior.

In Humble Service to Christ the King,

Gene Lawrence
Executive Director

THANKSGIVING

At this time of the year I would like to
say thank you for the support that all
of you have given us at the Seafarers’
Center.  Your prayers and help in
meeting all our other needs are greatly appreciated.  We are
at Thanksgiving time in America again and we have so much
to thank the almighty GOD that there would not be enough



room for on this short report.  All I need to remember is this
is God’s world and He has the last word.

Chaplain Lloyd Bovee

PS – Do you remember when you were little people and it
seemed to take forever between the start of school and
Christmas? I DO!

What’s In A Year?

Many readers know we are honored to
celebrate the life of Christ one more time, that there are 365
sunsets, and the average human heart beats 525,600 times.
This year has seemed but a brief moment since Pearl
Ginther drove with me down Alexander Avenue, to a place
that has changed my life.  It was the Center’s season of love
and we were delivering 35 gifts assembled by Pearl and Mt.
View Church.

I had personally never understood how our gifts would
be used at this place called the Tacoma Seafarers’ Center.  I
was nervous for a moment, hoping that Pearl did not have a
secret mission to teach me Blackjack at the Casino.
However, she directed me to the beautiful, blue Bavarian
home across from the gypsum plant.  After a brief
introduction to Roy and a rotund gentleman, we left gifts and
also carried away several pieces of literature about the
Center.  I read the information later that week and then
called Gene for an interview.  After being cleared by the FBI,
CIA, Interpol, the State Department and local Police, Gene
and I determined that there might be a position available.  I
just needed to provide the stately chap occasional cookies,
sweets, and Diet Pepsi on an as-needed basis.  Hired-
“Praise the Lord.”

Glen Aulow started training me by showing me the
various pick-up points, how to get to the Mall and Costco
blindfolded, and general s hip diplomacy.  Secondly, a man
affectionately now known as our operations manager, Roy
Blakeslee, proceeded to teach me such activities as how to
use the cash register (I still don’t know how!), how to
properly answer the phone, where to buy gas, how to make
phone cards, how to make coffee, filling the cookie basket,
stocking the fridge with soda, and numerous other activities

too many to mention.  Just last week, I realized we are both
puzzle addicts spending one afternoon putting a puzzle
together with one piece missing—Roy was sitting on it!—Oh
well.

With just enough knowledge, Lloyds of London approved
insurance coverage for this writer.  I was handed the keys
and sent on my mission.  It feels a little like that church in
Utah where you leave home for a mission to serve God for
two years.  This Center has provided me with new hope and
understanding.  It provides our guests a refuge for activities
such as the internet, reading, meditation, spiritual guidance,
and most of all; a home away from home.

Having mentioned it before, I continue to be frustrated
with how many seafarers have reached our shores, but were
denied access because of increased security since 9/11.

Yes, it is truly an honor to serve the Lord in this scenic
and enriching environment.  The movie “Master and
Commander” has nothing on the Tacoma Seafarers. We,
truly, are equals in spreading the saving Gospel of Jesus
Christ, world-wide to and through Seafarers.

God Bless,

Ed Egan

May you be thankful for all the days of your lives.

ATTENTION !    ATTENTION !

CHRISTMAS BOXES !!! 

There are still some boxes left.  Hurry before we
run out!  Call and let us know how many to set 
aside for you and when you will pick them up. 

********************************************************************

NEXT TSC BOARD MEETING   -- NO DECEMBER MEETING

NEXT LADIES AUXILIARY MEETING   – NO DECEMBER MEETING

********************************************************************

GOD’S BLESSINGS AS WE REMEMBER THE BIRTH OF OUR SAVIOR – CHRIST JESUS
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