


have an excellent view of what's below them and are
courteous to people walking.

I had to pick the right moment and scurry across.  Then I
was faced with another challenge:  climbing up a 30-foot
steep-angle gangway to the deck.  Because the ship was
near the end of the off-loading process, it was riding high in
the water.  Nevertheless, ascending was not so difficult as
crossing the stradway.  I made it to the top and handed over
the box to the deck hand.  After having some conversation
with him, I descended to the dock level.

Again I had to retrace my steps and negotiate my way
again among the strads.

George Stokes

DAISHIN MARU

The Daishin Maru has all Filipinos on board.  They
eagerly extended hospitality to the volunteer ship visitors.
While on the first visit, they were asked if they wanted to
meet some local Filipinos, to which they replied, "Yes, of
course."  The next evening 9 men and women came from
the Filipino Christian Fellowship.  The crew were so
delighted to meet them.  In the officer's lounge, the crew
surprised the locals with watermelon and soft drinks.  The
ship's guitar was put to good use for a time of singing gospel
tunes in English and Tagalog with about half of the crew.
The Word of God was shared in Tagalog to give the men
hope and encouragement in Jesus.  The evening ended with
both the locals and seafarers overflowing with blessings of
meeting one another.

Jerry Onggao

SEPTEMBER UPDATES

 A piece of wisdom that is just too good not to share with
others is “things that keep us on the straight and narrow, is
what we take for granted and don’t question”.  My case in
point is when Mom tells you she’s going to tell Dad when he
gets home.

At Dock # 7B the M/V Fortune Epoch had an all
Filipinos crew who were very pressed for time.  They all had
shore passes but not enough time to use them.  I visited with
the mess steward and two other crewmembers that had just
opened their box from the Seafarers’ Center containing

books and other things, and talked to them about their
beliefs.  Particularly to whom do they pray to when rough
water is coming over the bridge of the ship?  The steward
said he prayed to god.  I asked him “which one, the god of
Islam or Hinduism?”  The men started to think over that
question and said, “the God of the Bible”.  I asked if they had
a Bible, which they did, a hardback one from the American
Bible Society.  The Bible was put together backwards and up
side down.  I finally found Genesis and asked the steward to
read it.  He was worried about his English, but it was
excellent.

When the steward read “in the beginning, God created
the heavens and the earth”, I reminded them that that is the
God they want to have a personal knowledge and
relationship with, the one who made it all.  It was like a light
turned on in the crews’ hearts and minds.  Now, I told them,
they could share their faith with their other crewmembers
who have other beliefs.

You see, it’s the seafarers who are going to share with
their peers about their faith in God; the God who is able to
create and is unlimited in power and love for others.

Fall is in the air and it is time for JACKETS.  We need
you to check your closets and bring in clean
and in good shape jackets in small and
medium and a few large and extra-large
jackets that we can give out to the
seafarers.  Also, if you have stocking caps
and tube socks, we could sure use these for
those cold days the crews have to go through on the open
sea.

The boxes of books and things are going well and we
have given out almost a hundred boxes.

Chaplain Lloyd L. Bovee

********************************************************************

NEXT TSC BOARD MEETING   –   October 13, 2004 – 7:00 a.m.

NEXT LADIES AUXILIARY MEETING   –   October 26, 2004

Devotions:  Fran Liebert Hostesses:  St. Patrick’s & St. Ann’s

********************************************************************

CHRISTMAS BOXES ARE IN

Yes, it is that time of year

again!  Come and get yours
before they are all gone.
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