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WATERFRONT STATISTICS

SHIPS IN PORT: 78 BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
ohn Thurber, President
NO. OF VISITS: 74 Roger Lawrence, Treasurer
SEAFARERS RECEIVING MINISTRY: 448 Donna Eckhoff
: Q Doug Wolford
Eddy Johnson

Mission Statement
The Tacoma Seafarers’ Center is organized to minister holistically, (spiritually, emotionally and physically) to seafarers who
come to the Port of Tacoma. Our ministry emphasis is spreading the saving gospel of Jesus Christ world-wide to and through

Seafarers.

THREE-STEP PROCESS

We turned into the parking lot of Schnitzer Steel, a scrap
metal company. Then, we ascended the stairs to the second
floor of the security and operations office. There we showed
our ID’s, received our Visitor's Passes and were given a sign
to place in the window of our vehicle indicating that we were
authorized to drive through the off-loading and processing
area.

This was step one that George and Lisa went through in
order to visit the Castle Island, a bulk metal carrying ship
that was berthed at the Schnitzer dock. The ship had an all-
Chinese crew that had no shore passes.

We proceeded to drive the Seafarers Centers’ mini-van
along the designated path passing junked vehicles, hot
water heaters, refrigerators, air conditioners and almost any
other discarded metal objects imaginable. We feared that
we would pick up nails, glass and metal shards in our tires
but we continued on.

Finally we arrived at a barricade about 25-30 yards from
the ship that warned “no vehicles beyond this point.” This
applied only to private vehicles, not the working trucks and
loaders. We parked, got out and walked toward the ship.
About 10 yards from the bottom of the gangway there was a
security checkpoint staffed by riot gear armed security
guards. Lisa said: “this is scary”.

We checked in with them. We showed them our multiple
ID’s: from Washington State, from the Center, from the Port
of Tacoma and from the company’s office. They signed us
in their logbook and cleared us to the gangway. This was
step two.

We climbed the swaying stairs that were steep and
greasy. At the top, the crewmember on watch greeted us (in
Chinese). Lisa skillfully explained who we were and that we
were responding to a call from the ship’s agent. After
consulting with an officer by radio, the watch person directed
us to sign in and issued us boarding passes for the ship.
This was step three.

The rest of the story involved what we talked about with
the crew and how that required a second visit later. This is
discussed in a separate article.

George and Lisa Stokes

OCTOBER 2004 UPDATES

We now have new super duper phone
cards that are almost 100 percent useful for
all countries (maybe we can sell cards to
you). The cards sell for five or ten dollars
and they vary from country to country on the amount of time
on each card. Also the amount of time will vary from cell
phone use to land line such as the card for the Philippines, it
gives you more minutes for land use versus cell use. The
card for five dollars for the USA gives you 250 minutes,
Chinese card is 166 minutes land or cell, Greece 126
minutes, and South Korea is 100 minutes land or cell. It's a
great way to keep in contact with family and friends.

Things have changed at the Center in regards to
handing out National Geographic magazines. We use to be
very frugal with them since they were in such short supply,
but that is not the case now. We are able to give out boxes
of them when the seafarers ask for them. Last Tuesday, the
Captain from a log ship at the Weyerhaeuser log dock came
to the Center and asked if he could have a few extra and he
would put them into his back pack. | asked him if he would
like a box? He was surprised and asked how he could carry
them since he was going to the Mall? No problem, | would
drop them of at the guard shack and he could send an A.B.
for them. His ship received a box of books and things, new
papers and two boxes of National Geographic Magazines.

Our book boxes are being well received by the crew of
the many ships that come into port. It's almost like a little
party for them to open the boxes and see what'’s in them.
On the vessel M/V Osea Groeca a new bulk carrier, rated
t 76,000 long tons, was on its first trip and was so new that
there was still a factory engineer aboard checking on things.
The captain, a wonderful Christian, had a Filipino crew.
(When the crew is Filipino, | always ask if they would like
mass. If | get a yes, then | check with the Captain when a
convenient time would be for the crew to have it.) We gave
the Captain and crew extra books plus the box of books and
things. Their only reading materials, since it was a new ship,
were only technical manuals. The captain was pleased to
find a large coffee mug and laid claim to it. (A good Greek
needs a large cup.)

The picture in this paper is of a Chinese ship and crew
who did not have shore passes. This unposed picture
shows the crew gathered around one of our boxes. There
was not much money onboard for phone cards and everyone



back home does not have phones like we in the USA so |
gave the 2" officer a phone card that had 166 minutes and
ask him to share it with the others.

Sometin .. _reare
times when your heart just goes out to others. For twenty
dollars, with these new phone cards, the crew have 666
minutes divided by 20 in the crew which would equal 33
minutes each, what a great blessing.

Chaplain Lloyd L. Bovee

45 STEPS TO THE TOP

Marichristina, a Greek registered bulk grain carrier,
arrived that morning and | visited it in the early afternoon.

Approaching the Temco dock, | saw the ship with its massive

cargo hold doors gaping wide open waiting to be filled with
soybeans bound for China.

The visit was one of what we at the Seafarers’ Center
refer to as a “cold call” or “cold visit”. This means that a
volunteer visits, not in response to a call from the ship or its

agent, instead he takes initiative to make a “recon visit.” The
purpose is to determine the status of the crew (as to whether

they have shore passes), to learn the nationality of the crew
and their native language, to determine if the crew desire
phone cards or other services and to give them a gift box.

The ship was riding high in the water. Consequently, the

gangway was positioned at a very steep angle from the
dock, approximately 75 degrees. Getting to the top was
more like climbing a ladder rather than going up stairs.
Carrying a “box of books and things” for the Captain and
crew added to the challenge of climbing with one hand on
the rope railing and the box under the other arm.

At the point | thought was halfway up, | stopped and
looked up to see if my estimate was right. Finding that | was

only about one-third the way up, | shook my head, took a
deep breath, got a better grip on the box and continued to
climb. Finally, | made it to the top and completed my
mission. Coming down was easy. | counted the steps and
found that there were 45.

George Stokes

MARINA

The mariners on board the Marina received several helpful
visits from Tacoma Seafarers’ Center and volunteers. One
visit was on a Saturday evening when several Christian
Filipinos came on board and had a time of singing in
Tagalog and sharing of the Word of God. The Greek
Captain even came to watch and said that he was born
where Paul was in prison (Philippi). Seven Filipinos were
eager to go to church Sunday afternoon. After church, the
seafarers had a fun-filled time playing basketball, wining 6
out of 7 games against the locals. The Chief Officer was
blessed to see his men blessed, because he led weekly
Bible studies. (He needs prayer to get rid of gout.) They
requested Bibles for the whole crew and we were able to
provide them due to the donations of used Bibles from Good
Shepherd Lutheran.

THANK YOU !!

Thanks goes to Bart Anderson of

Our Savior Lutheran Church for
sponsoring a golf tournament, with the
proceeds going to our Center. Bartis a
Realtor who annually invites his clients
to participate in a golf tournament, with
the proceeds going to local charities, etc. He had a lot of
support from business associates. You all know who you
are. God's Blessings to you for your generosity.

Gene Lawrence

CHRISTMAS BOXES ARE IN
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NEXT TSC BOARD MEETING
NEXT LADIES AUXILIARY MEETING -

Devotions: Addie Stirn

NEXT STAFF MEETING -

November 10, 2004 — 7:00 a.m.

November 23, 2004

Hostesses: Sue McCarty & Betty Hoffman
November 13, 2004 — 11:00 a.m.

kkkkkkkhkkkkhkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

TACOMA SEAMENS’ CENTER
1225 EAST ALEXANDER AVE.
TACOMA, WA 98421

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

NON PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
TACOMA, WA
PERMIT NO. 229





