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Mission Statement

The Tacoma Seafarers’ Center is organized to minister holistically (spiritually, emotionally and physically) to seafarers who
come to the Port of Tacoma.  Our ministry emphasis is spreading the saving gospel of Jesus Christ world-wide to and through
Seafarers.

UPDATE FROM LLOYD BOVEE

My how fast time goes, and as they say “time and the
tide waits for no man.”  When I was seven years old, it
seemed it took forever between Thanksgiving and
Christmas; but not now, it’s already Christmas at Costco.

Captain Pascualito M. Banque of the M/V Chuetsu Maru

requested a mass be held on his ship.  Whenever some
Captain asks if we can hold a church service such as a
communion or mass, we always try to fulfill these requests.

This time Father John Wilkie from Holy Rosary Parish
came and met their needs.  When I called and asked him if
he could do the mass, he said “yes”; then my next question,
was he afraid of heights?  Fortunately for the crew he was
not.  The ship was tied up at the Weyerhaeuser chip dock
(chips are wood that they use in making paper and other
things) and to get aboard you needed to walk up six stories
of steps cross over the ship and then back down eight steps.
The first time it can be a little unnerving; especially if the ship
is loading chips (which can be very dirty with wood dust).
This time the loading was suspended and the air was clear.

     

Out of a crew of twenty men, seventeen attended mass.
One man was on the bridge, one at the gangway, and
another was at a security post.  I ask Father John wouldn’t it
be nice if all churches had attendance like this, “OH YES”.

I was given a new pair of army winter boots and have
been carrying them around for months in my car until the
other day when on the M/V Ever Grade I finally found a
shipmate with a nine shoe size.  C/O Clifford H. Suobiron
was very happy to receive them.  Winter is coming on in the
Northwest and it will be very cold.

My daughter Mary does demonstrations of different
products in stores and with many of the demos come
garments to wear and tables cloths for display.  Here is a
sample picture.  On M/V S. Venus at Schnitzer Metal dock
you see C/cook Tobias Romie Narciso wearing a blue apron
and the M/m Obiso Danilo Basmayor wearing a vest and a
blue tablecloth is laid out for use.  It brings bright colors and

smiles into some drab surroundings.  There is no cost, only
the time and postage to get the items here.  I will put more of
these together and show them in a later newsletter.

Chaplain Lloyd L. Bovee

PS - “Forgiveness does not mean condoning what has been
done.  Forgiving means abandoning your right to pay back
the perpetrator in his own coin, but it is a loss that liberates
the victim.”

Unknown

THEY NEEDED VEGETABLES

The M/V Zi Yuan had been at the Temco grain dock for
a couple days when the Seafarers’ Center received a call
saying that the all-Chinese crew, who had no shore passes,
needed vegetables badly.  Because they were unable to go
ashore at their last port in Australia, they had sailed across
the Pacific Ocean with only meat and rice.

Volunteers George and Lisa Stokes (she is a native
Chinese speaker) climbed the steps of the gangway and
went into the crew’s lounge where they met the eagerly
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waiting third officer and some crewmembers.  When the
sailors knew that the volunteers would go grocery shopping
for them, they were very ecstatic.  The third officer gave
them a grocery list he had prepared and called the captain
who came in and greeted the volunteers warmly.  He
expressed his gratitude for the service the Center provided.

George and Lisa took the list and went shopping
immediately. They went to Costco and Safeway and returned
with over $300 worth of fresh fruits and vegetables. The
grateful crew was very excited when they saw all the
cabbage, broccoli, cucumbers, lettuce, cauliflower, green bell
peppers, tomatoes and apples.  When the chef saw the piles
of groceries, he smiled happily and announced, “Dinner
tonight will be great.”

George and Lisa Stokes

FROM THE DESK OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

DEACON H. GENE LAWRENCE

An e-mail received from the Captain of the Hatsu Ethic –

From: "Master, Hatsu Ethic"
To: <center@tacomaseafarers.org>
Sent: Monday, September 05, 2005 2:17 PM
Subject: God Bless My Brother

Dear Gene, Good day!

Praise the Lord!
Haven't seen you last trip (Aug/11)
we knew you're not so well
we pray for your health
we seamen need you, need your kind service

We see your strong faith
Most my crew's Buddhists
but, through your service
they believed there is something special
to support/encourage you to do so
You plant a seed on them, God bless my bro/sis

Thanks, best regards, health first & safety most
Capt.Lu King-kong, Master of "Hatsu Ethic"

“We must show them we care, before

they care what we know.”
      Rev. Ray Eckhoff

MT ST HELENS AT SUNRISE –

Picture by Brent and Jan LeBaron

Mt. St. Helens, which sits about 30 miles from our house
as the crow flies, continues to spew ash, while it is forming a
lava dome in the crater and still having minor tremors.  Here,
in this sunrise shot, she appears to be blowing smoke rings
(and anything so benign is welcomed, given recent history.)

What forms the "smoke rings" is the air flowing over the
mountain getting pushed up higher as it goes up and over
the top.  The moisture content and initial temperatures are
just right so that the moisture condenses from a vapor to
small particles at the higher altitude.  When the moving air
moves past the peak and comes down again, the particles
evaporate back to an invisible vapor.  The two "pancakes"
describe that there are two layers of air for which this is
happening, thus making this awesome picture possible. It's
called a lenticular wave in the aviation industry.

********************************************************************

NEXT TSC BOARD MEETING   –   October 12, 2005

NEXT LADIES AUXILIARY MEETING   –   October 25, 2005

Devotions:  St. Patrick Daughters Hostesses:  St. Patrick Daughters
Cookies:  St. Patrick Daughters
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